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The Government published the consultation on the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and Outcome of the Proposed Standard 
Method (OPSM) on 30 July 2024[1]. The map and call out text below for each authority (or joint planning body, as applicable) indicates 
whether a council may be in need of additional sites to meet housing needs in the immediate, medium or long term [2]. 
The Site Searching Index has been compiled using:
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The last published housing land supply �gure of each local planning 
authority. Sources for these vary from authority to authority, and may 
include 5- year supply statements or authority monitoring reports. 

In the absence of those documents, the latest position may have been 
described in an Inspector report on the examination of a council's 
Local Plans.

Accordingly, base dates for published supply assessments vary.

A 5% or 20% delivery bu�er is applied to the Proposed Standard 
Method �gure for each authority, as per paragraph 
76 of the consultation draft NPPF.

The selection of a bu�er is determined by each council's last published 
position or the outcome of the last housing delivery test.

This provides each council's �ve year housing land supply position. 

A view on the site requirements for each authority is provided,
 taking account of:

Whether the council has an up to date local plan.

Paragraphs 226 - 228 of the consultation draft NPPF. These propose that 
for the purposes of local pan preparation,  the NPPF will apply from the 
date of publication, plus one month unless, inter alia:

The council has reached the Regulation 19 consultation on it's emerging 
local plan; and

The housing requirement in that draft plan is no more than 200 dwell-
ings below the OPSM.
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